
 

 

 

 
All-Atlantic Forum 2024  
October 9-10, 2024 
Canadian Museum of Nature, Ottawa, Canada 
 

Wednesday 9 October - Day 1 
 
 

 
8:00 – 9:00 
Arrival and registration 
8:15 – 8:45 
AAORIA High-Level Board Meeting (invite only/closed meeting) 
9:00 - 9:50 
Welcome and Opening Session 

• Jerry Komaksiutiksak, Inuit Cultural Knowledge Holder, CANADA 
• Mike Kelloway, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries, 

Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, CANADA 
• Hlynur Guðjónsson, Ambassador of Iceland to Canada 
• Mohamed El Mahdi Gaouane, Deputy Head of Mission of Morocco in 

Canada 
• Dra. Andrea Latgé, National Secretary for Strategic Policies and Programs, 

Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, BRAZIL 
• Imraan Patel, Deputy Director-General: Research Development and 

Support, Department of Science and Innovation, SOUTH AFRICA 
• Professor Gideon Henderson, Chief Scientific Adviser for the Department 

for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), UNITED KINGDOM 
• Alison Clausen, Deputy Global Coordinator of the UN Decade of Ocean 

Science for Sustainable Development, IOC/UNESCO 
 

 
9:50 - 10:00 
Reflections from 2024 Ocean Decade Conference and co-design best practices 
Ken Paul, Member of the Wolastoqey Nation at Neqotkuk 
 
 
10:00 - 10:35 
Showcase of selected Atlantic basin projects 

• BioProtect 
o Presenter: Dr. Christophe Pampoulie, Research Director, Marine and 

Freshwater Research Institute, ICELAND 

https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/bioprotect/


 

 

• BlueMissionAA 
o Presenter: Tania Montoto Martínez, BlueMissionAA Project 

Manager, Oceanic Platform of the Canary Islands, SPAIN 
• Cerulean Information Factory 

o Presenter: David Arthurs, Managing Director, Polar View, 
DENMARK/CANADA 

• Challenger 150 
o Presenter: Dr. Kerry Howell, Professor of Deep-sea Ecology, 

University of Plymouth, UNITED KINGDOM 
• Transforming Climate Action 

o Presenter: Dr. Anya Waite, Chief Executive Officer and Scientific 
Director, Ocean Frontier Institute, Dalhousie University, CANADA 

 
 
10:35 - 11:05 
MORNING BREAK 
 
 
11:05 – 11:35 
Keynote address “The polar Atlantic - opportunities for international 
collaboration” 
Professor Dr. Antje Boetius, Director of the Alfred Wegener Institute Helmholtz 
Centre for Polar and Marine Research, GERMANY 
 
 
11:35 - 12:20 
Cross-cutting Themes Session Part I: Scene-setting panel discussion  
This session will highlight foundational work focused on aspects of diversity, 
equity, and inclusion, including ocean literacy and principles of co-design, with the 
aim of sharing information and sparking thoughts to support activities in Cross-
cutting Themes Sessions Part II and III. 
 
Panel moderator: Professor Ronaldo Christofoletti, Instituto do Mar - UNIFESP, 
BRAZIL 

Case studies/Panelists: 

• Ocean Decade Challenge 10 White Paper / Venice Declaration for Ocean 
Literacy in Action 

o Presenter: Diz Glithero, Canadian Ocean Literacy Coalition  
• Women in blue [WEBLUE]: gender equity for ocean sustainability 

o Presenter: Mariana Andrade, Brazilian National Council for 
Scientific and Technological Development 

• Co-design for the Ocean Decade 
o Presenter: Alison Clausen, Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission (IOC)-UNESCO 
• Safe and Inclusive AAORIA Handbook 

o Presenter: Jai Tiarks, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) affiliate, USA 

https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/bluemissionaa/
https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/cerulean-information-factory/
https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/challenger-150/
https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/transforming-climate-action/
https://allatlanticocean.org/biographydr-antje-boetius/


 

 

• Making science accessible to society 
o Presenter: Professor Juliet Hermes, NFR-SAEON, SOUTH AFRICA 

 
 
12:20 - 14:00 
LUNCH BREAK 
 
Follow our side events during the break – read more below!  
 
 
14:00 - 14:30 
Keynote address ‘A Basin of Possibilities: collective action across the Atlantic’ 
Danielle D. Farelli, Assistant Director for Ocean Science and Technology, White 
House Office of Science and Technology Policy, USA  
 
 
14:30 - 15:30 
Session focused on AAORIA Area of Action 1: Increasing our understanding of the 
relationship between the ocean and climate and developing outcome-oriented 
science for mitigating and adapting to the consequences of climate change, 
particularly for the benefit of increasing resilience of coastal communities 
This session will showcase progress made with AAORIA partners and stakeholder 
in the last months. It will provide examples of good practice to be replicated along 
and across the Atlantic, propose tools and outline new activities to be jointly 
undertaken in the months to come. Everyone is invited to actively engage in these 
important joint All Atlantic endeavors from Pole to Pole. Our coastal communities 
need our efforts. 

• Panel moderator: 
o Peter Heffernan, Ocean Ambassador, IRELAND 

• Stakeholder dialogue and stocktaking of progress of area of action 1 
o Presenter: Szilvia Németh, Deputy Head of Unit, European 

Commission, DG Research and Innovation 
• Feedback from the different stakeholder engagement events and 

foreseen actions for area of action 1 
o Presenter: Alexandra Sophie Roy/ Stefan Fritz – Konsortium 

Deutsche Meeresforschung, GERMANY, OKEANO Project 
• Building on science results of ecosystems preservation for coastal 

resilience 
o Presenter: Prof. Murray Roberts, University of Edinburgh, UNITED 

KINDGOM 
• Role of prediction for enhanced coastal resilience for communities 

o Presenter: Ivan Federico, Euro Mediterranean Center on Climate 
Changes, ITALY 

• Coastal resilience in action 
o Presenter: Leandro Pedron, Director Brazil Ministry of Science, 

Technology and Innovation, BRAZIL 

https://allatlanticocean.org/danielle-d-farelli/


 

 

• Science solutions for coastal resilience, Living Labs and their potential 
o Presenter: Prof. Godwell Nhamo (online) University of South Africa, 

SOUTH AFRICA 
• Audience Feedback Session 

 
 
15:30 - 16:00 
AFTERNOON BREAK 
 
 
16:00 - 17:00 
Session focused on AAORIA Area of Action 2: Coordinating Atlantic Ocean 
observing and improving modelling capacities, including in support of marine 
ecosystems and biodiversity 
In this session, progress made since the 2023 South Africa AAORIA Forum on this 
Area of Action will be introduced, including the Draft Work Plan developed by the 
AAORIA Partners. 

• Panel moderator: 
o Dr. Steve Thur, Assistant Administrator of NOAA’s Office of Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Research, USA 
• Introduction to Area of Action and High Level Overview of Goals and 

Progress to Date 
o Presenter: Dr. Steven Thur, USA NOAA OAR 

• Research focus of Ocean productivity, including fisheries 
o Presenter: Dr. Håvard G. Frøysa, Norwegian Institute of Marine 

Research, ECOP 
• Research focus of AMOC 

o Presenter: Dr. Ann-Christine Zinkann, USA NOAA OAR 
• Research focus of Land, coast, and ocean interactions 

o Presenter: Dr. Ronaldo Christofoletti, Professor, Federal University 
of São Paulo (UNIFESP), BRAZIL 

• Role of AtlantOS in Ocean Observation and Modeling Area of Action 
o Presenter: Dr. Jessica Snowden, AtlantOS Chair 

• Audience Feedback Session. 
o Hearing from individuals in the audience about their thoughts on 

the next steps/direction/groups to bring in. 
 
 
 
17:00 - 17:30 
Cross-cutting Themes Session Part II: Interactive Dialogues 
This session invites all Forum attendees to participate in mediated discussions as 
part of smaller breakout groups that will explore topics related to aspects of 
diversity, equity, and inclusion. 
 



 

 

 
 
Workshop coordinator: Dra. Deborah Santos Prado, Researcher, Federal 
University of São Paulo (BRAZIL)/University of Waterloo (CANADA) 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Thursday 10 October - Day 2 
 
 
 
9:00 - 9:10 
Recap of Day 1, stage setting for Day 2 
 
 
9:10 - 9:40 
Keynote address 
Dr. Mona Nemer, Canada’s Chief Science Advisor 
 
 
9:40 - 10:15 
Showcase of selected Atlantic basin projects 

• Blue Schools 
o Presenter: Dr. Ronaldo Christofoletti, Professor, Federal University 

of São Paulo (UNIFESP), BRAZIL 

• Floating Universities 
o Presenter: Luís Pinheiro, Professor of Marine Geophysics, 

University of Aveiro, PORTUGAL 

• Global Ocean Literacy Initiative (GOLI)  
o Group presentation 

• WYTEC Blue Project 
o Presenters: Dr. Debany Fonseca Batista, Executive Director, 

DOTCAN Institute, and Dr. Simone Le Gendre, Board Director of 
Education, Training and Outreach, DOTCAN Institute 

 
 
10:15 - 10:45 
Cross-cutting Themes Session Part III: Reporting out, proposed actions and 
potential next steps 
This session will provide a summary of ‘what we heard’ from Cross-cutting 
Themes Session Parts I and II that will serve as a basis for future work on these 
topics in AAORIA. 
 
Moderator: Professor Juliet Hermes, NRF-SAEON, SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 
10:45 - 11:15 
MORNING BREAK 
 

https://allatlanticocean.org/monanemereng/
https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/all-atlantic-blue-schools-network/
https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/global-ocean-literacy-initiative-goli/
https://allatlanticocean.org/all-atlantic-projects/wytec-blue-project/


 

 

 
 
 
11:15 - 12:30 
Intergenerational Dialogue Session 
The Intergenerational Dialogue session will feature pitch presentations by Early 
Career Ocean Professionals (ECOPs) from across the Atlantic, showcasing their 
practical solutions and innovative ideas for collective action towards a 
sustainable Atlantic Ocean, in line with AAORIA’s Areas of Action. Co-developed 
with senior ocean professionals throughout the week, these pitches will be 
presented to the Forum’s audience for feedback and discussion, and summarized 
in policy briefs to be submitted to AAORIA’s High-Level Board, as key outcomes of 
the Forum. 
 
Moderators: Sigi Gruber, Active Senior Advisor, European Commission; Lavinia 
Giulia Pomarico, Science-Policy Advisor, JPI Oceans – OKEANO CSA 
 
 
12:30 - 14:00 
LUNCH BREAK 
 
Follow our side events during the break – read more below!  
 
13:15 – 14:00 
AAORIA High-Level Board Meeting (invite only/closed meeting) 
 
 
14:00 - 14:10 
Project Highlight: OKEANO – Supporting the All-Atlantic Ocean Research and 
Innovation Alliance  
Dr. Niall McDonough, Director – Policy, Innovation and Research Services Marine 
Institute, IRELAND 
 
 
14:10 - 15:10 
Joint session to discuss linkages between Areas of Action 1 and 2, as well as 
other AAORIA priorities and cross-cutting themes 
 
This session aims to show the linkages and potential synergies between AAORIA 
areas of action, exploring thematic and cross cutting aspects, linking them to the 
ongoing activities. Following inspirational pitches and reporting, the speakers will 
engage in an open dialogue to gather feedback and ideas on how to move 
forward for a joint understanding and implementation of common AAORIA 
actions.  
 
Goals of the session: Highlight the linkages between cross-cutting themes and 
areas of action 1 and 2 breaking down silos, etc; Identify thematic synergies and 
overlaps between areas of actions 1 and 2; Identify how actions (i) to advance  



 

 

 
 
 
ocean literacy, (ii) to broaden the engagement in ocean science, particularly the 
engagement of Indigenous Peoples and coastal communities, and (iii) towards the 
achievement of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Accessibility (DEIA) can be 
coordinated with the work performed under areas of action 1 and 2; 
Identify how the work performed under areas of action 1 and 2 can inform actions 
in cross-cutting themes. Show the linkage with the and perspective of polar seas 
and regions linked to the areas of actions. 
 
Moderator: Dr. Simone Le Gendre, Board Director of Education, Training and 
Outreach, DOTCAN Institute 
 
Ocean and Climate/Coastal Resilience 

Presenter: Joanna Staneva, Institute for Coastal Research, Helmholtz 
Centre Geesthacht (Hereon), GERMANY 

Presenter: Mairéad O’Donovan, CoastPredict Programme Secretariat, CMCC 
Foundation - Euro-Mediterranean Center on Climate Change, ITALY 

Presenter: Nicole Biebow, Head International Cooperation Unit, Alfred-
Wegener-Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research, GERMANY 
 
Ocean observing and modeling 

Presenter: Brad DeYoung, Executive Director, CIOOS Pacific and Professor 
Emeritus, Memorial University, CANADA 

Presenter: Gilbert Siko, Director: Marine & Polar Research, Department of 
Science and Innovation, SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Ocean Literacy, Engagement and Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Accessibility (DEIA) 

Rapporteurs Cross-Cutting theme sessions. 
 

Open Dialogue with the Audience 
 
 
15:10 - 15:20 
Launch of Vision 2030 Outcomes Report  
Alison Clausen, Programme Specialist, Marine Policy and Regional Coordination 
Section, Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC)-UNESCO 
 
 
15:20 - 15:50 
AFTERNOON BREAK 
 
 
15:50 - 16:35 
Discussion panel featuring AAORIA High Level Board Members on future actions 
and priorities 
 



 

 

 
 
 
16:35 - 16:45 
Look ahead to 2025 AAORIA Forum 
 
 
16:45 - 17:00 
Closing remarks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
Side events 7-10 October  
 
 
 
7 October, afternoon 
Intergenerational Dialogue session (upon invite only) 
Location: the ALT Hotel 
This 4-5 hour workshop will invite selected ECOPs to split in groups based on their 
chosen thematic area and work with support from their discussion coaches to craft 
their pitch presentations to policy-makers. Their presentations will bring forward 
their innovative solutions and ideas around one of the two thematic priorities of 
the Forum. 
 
 
8 October, 08:30 – 14:30 
Towards an All-Atlantic Coastal Resilience Interface 
Location: the Canadian Museum of Nature (in person) or 09:00 – 13:30 virtually 
(on Zoom) 
Participants of this workshop will be invited to develop proposals on how the 
Alliance and its scientific and stakeholder communities can more effectively 
cooperate on coastal resilience issues around the Atlantic Ocean in both the short 
and medium terms. This event is hosted by the Work Package 4 of the OKEANO 
CSA. To register for both virtual or in-person attendance click here. Due to limited 
space at the Museum, in-person registration will close on October 1st at 17:00 EDT. 
 
 
8 October, 14:30 – 18:00 
Co-designing Marine Living Labs: Possibilities and Challenges 
Location: the Canadian Museum of Nature, East Wing Foyer (TBC) 
Living Labs are physical or virtual spaces where stakeholders, rightsholders, policy 
makers, end users, and researchers come together to efficiently solve local 
challenges. They are places where co-creation, prototyping, and scaling-up of social 
and technological innovations can benefit those involved locally and beyond. Used 
across a variety of topics around the world, and emerging in other sectors across 
Canada, MEOPAR is intending to kick start marine-focused Living Labs along our 
coasts. There are major issues that have been identified as federal priorities: from 
adaptation to climate change and coastal flooding risks and hazards, to coastal 
tourism development and marine spatial planning needs for sustainable 
development, just to name a few. This in person workshop is an opportunity to 
bring together organizations, research centres, industry, public agencies, 
researchers, and end users to collaboratively identify what are the key 
opportunities and main challenges related to the development of marine living labs 
and will shape future funding decisions for MEOPAR programs. 
 

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/154432725a4049eeac325e48b8589d74
https://meopar.ca/


 

 

 
 
 
8 October, 18:30 – 20:30 
Irish Embassy Reception  
Location: the Official Residence 
Invitations will be provided directly to confirmed AAORIA Forum participants. 
 
 
9 October, 13:00-14:00 
Laying the Foundation for Coordination of the Ocean Decade in the Atlantic Ocean 
Basin 
Location: the Canadian Museum of Nature, Hatch Salon 
Hosted by IOC-UNESCO, this workshop will address the strong alignments existing 
between the vision and mission of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development and the aims and mandate of the All-Atlantic Ocean Research and 
Innovation Alliance. The coordination needs for the Ocean Decade in the Atlantic 
and existing or planned initiatives by partners in the region will be addressed, along 
with potential options or modalities for future regional coordination of the Ocean 
Decade in the Atlantic Ocean basin. The results of the workshop will be 
used to scope an action plan to establish potential future regional coordination 
mechanisms. The workshop will be open to all participants at the All Atlantic 
Forum. 
 
Moderation: Mariana Andrade, University of Sao Paulo, and Peter Busumprah, ECOP 
Ghana and Decade Collaborative Centre for Coastal Resilience. 
 
 
9 October, 18:00 – 20:00 
Design, Governance, and Finance: Building the Foundation for Long-Term Ocean 
Carbon Observation 
Location: the Prohibition Public House 337 Somerset St. West 
The Ocean Frontier Institute (OFI), in partnership with the Embassy of France in 
Canada, as well as JPI Oceans and NORCE, will host a side-event during the 2024 
AAORIA Forum in Ottawa on October 9th. Design, Governance, and Finance: Building 
the Foundation for Long-Term Ocean Carbon Observation is a social reception open 
to all AAORIA Forum participants. OFI will present a high-level synthesis of the 
feedback gathered from over two years of outreach and engagement on what is 
needed to enhance and expand ocean carbon observation to improve climate 
forecasts and support climate solutions. Guests will have the opportunity to ask 
questions following the presentation, with time for more informal discussion and 
networking afterward. OFI and its international partners seek to highlight the need 
for multinational ocean observation platforms, and to drive interest in and support 
for developing the governance and financing models to make it happen. As a part 
of this work, OFI and its partners will use this event to launch a search for a panel 
of experts to provide a deeper transatlantic understanding of governance and 
finance needs for ocean carbon observation. Please register here for this event. 
 
 

http://www.ofi.ca/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcjuKadGa6AEbkxRiopCSP3X1q0hg0pAXIVQmmvVqTO3yuNw/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

 
 
 
10 October, 13:30 – 13:45 
The Ocean Race – Science Onboard 
Location: Canadian Museum of Nature (Plenary – Hatch Salon) 
At The Ocean Race we want to do all we can to support and protect the seas. An 
important element of this is using our unique race – which goes through some of 
the most remote parts of the planet to gather valuable information about the 
health of the ocean. This isn’t something that we can do alone, our onboard science 
programme relies on our amazing teams, who play a key role in helping to improve 
understanding about our marine world and the threats it faces. The data the sailors 
collect provides leading science organisations across the world with valuable 
information, in real-time, that helps to paint a more accurate picture of what is 
happening to the ocean and the important role it plays in maintaining a healthy 
planet. 
 
Moderation: Milena Ferreira, University of Porto 
 
 
10 October, 13:45 – 14:00 
iAtlantic A blueprint for integrating scientific approaches and international 
communities to assess basin-wide ocean ecosystem status 
Location: Canadian Museum of Nature (Plenary – Hatch Salon) 
Ocean ecosystems are at the forefront of the climate and biodiversity crises, yet 
we lack a unified approach to assess their state and inform sustainable policies. 
This side event will present a blueprint for integrating scientific approaches and 
international communities to assess basin-wide ocean ecosystem status. This 
approach was developed by the iAtlantic consortium between 2019 and 2024 and 
was designed around research capabilities and cross-sectoral partnership to: (1) 
integrate basin-scale observation, modelling and genomic approaches to 
understand Atlantic oceanography and ecosystem connectivity; (2) improve 
ecosystem mapping; identify potential tipping points in deep and open ocean 
ecosystems; (3) understand compound impacts of multiple stressors including 
warming, acidification and deoxygenation; (4) enhance spatial and temporal 
management and protection. We argue that these goals are best achieved through 
partnership with policy-makers and community stakeholders, and promoting 
research groups from the South Atlantic through investment and engagement. 
Given the high costs of such research (€800k to €1.7M per expedition and €30-40M 
for a basin-scale programme), international cooperation and funding is integral to 
supporting science-led policies to conserve ocean ecosystems that transcend 
jurisdictional borders. For more information, click here. 
 
Moderation: Virginia Morejon, University College Dublin 
 
 

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s43247-022-00645-w


 

 

 
 
Annex A – Keynote Speakers 
 
Dr. Antje Boetius 

 
Antje Boetius is a polar and deep-sea 
researcher, and Director of the Alfred 
Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine 
Research. She is an expert of biological 
oceanography, deep-sea biology, microbial 
ecology and biogeochemistry of the ocean 
including novel ocean observation 
technologies. Antje Boetius has led or 
participated in over 50 expeditions, and she 
has coordinated many national and 
international research programs focusing on 
the Atlantic realm and other world’s oceans. 
Current topics of the group include the study 

of life under the ice, and the long-term observation of the effects of global warming 
on polar ecosystems. Antje Boetius has been elected as an external scientific 
member of the Max Planck Society, to the German National Academy Leopoldina. 
She is an expert on ocean health and a policy advisor to numerous national and 
international commissions on climate, biodiversity and science innovation. 
Currently she leads an initiative to improve international collaboration to address 
the dynamic change in the polar seas, both in the Arctic and Antarctic. She has a 
long record of engaging in science communication including collaboration with arts 
and media, especially film and theatre.   
 
 
  



 

 

 
Dr. Mona Nemer, C.M., C.Q., FRSC 

 
Dr. Mona Nemer was first appointed Canada’s Chief 
Science Advisor in 2017 and reappointed for a 
fourth mandate in 2024. Prior to this role, Dr. 
Nemer was Professor and Vice-President of 
Research at the University of Ottawa and Director 
of the school’s Molecular Genetics and Cardiac 
Regeneration Laboratory. 
 
A leader in the field of molecular cardiology, her 
work has contributed to the development of 
diagnostic tests for heart failure and the genetics 
of cardiac birth defects. She is the author of over 

200 academic publications that have appeared in prestigious scientific journals and has 
trained over 100 students from various countries. 
 
Dr. Nemer has served on various national and international advisory committees and 
boards, including as an Executive Committee Member of the COVID-19 Immunity Task 
Force as well as an ex-officio member of the COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force and the 
Industry Strategy Council. During her mandate, she has helped to expand and diversify 
science advice to government by establishing a multidisciplinary network of federal 
science advisors, founding a pan-Canadian youth council to provide evidence-based input 
on scientific issues affecting young people, and helping to create the Interdepartmental 
Indigenous STEM Cluster (I-STEM) to inform and advance Indigenous aspirations and 
innovation in natural science stewardship. Dr. Nemer has also promoted free, open, and 
responsible use of science in government through the creation of a model policy on 
scientific integrity and a roadmap for open science to guide efforts in making federal 
research available to Canadians. She has provided science advice on numerous issues 
ranging from research infrastructure to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Dr. Nemer has represented Canada in international science forums, is a globally 
recognized champion of Canadian science, and is the recipient of many national and 
international honours. She is a Member of the Order of Canada, a fellow of the Academy 
of Sciences of the Royal Society of Canada, a fellow of the Chemical Institute of Canada, 
a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Science, a Knight of the Ordre national du 
Québec, a Knight of the French Republic’s National Order of Merit and a Knight of the 
National Order of the Legion of Honour. She has been awarded honorary doctorates from 
universities in France, Finland, and Lebanon. Dr. Nemer holds a PhD in Chemistry from 
McGill University and has done post-doctoral training in molecular biology at the 
Montréal Clinical Research Institute and Columbia University. Prior to joining the 
University of Ottawa, she was a Professor of Pharmacology at the Université de Montréal 
and directed the Cardiac Genetics Unit at the Montréal Clinical Research Institute. 
 



 

 

 
 
Danielle D. Farelli, Assistant Director for Ocean Science and 
Technology, White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, 
USA 

 
Assistant Director for Ocean Science and 
Technology 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Executive Office of the President 
 
Danielle is currently serving as the Assistant 
Director for Ocean Science and Technology at the 
White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy (OSTP) working to address whole-of-
government solutions to ocean science and 
technology needs. In this role, she serves as Co-
Chair of the National Science and Technology 
Council’s Subcommittee on Ocean Science and 

Technology, a government-wide effort that aims to (1) identify ocean science and 
technology priorities, and (2) foster and facilitate coordination of disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary ocean research, ocean technology, infrastructure development, and 
partnerships. 
 
Danielle also serves as Co-Chair of the White House Marine Carbon Dioxide Removal 
(mCDR) Fast Track Action Committee currently developing a National Research Strategy 
to advance mCDR and establish sufficient knowledge that can potentially guide CDR 
deployment decisions as part of America’s net-zero emissions future. 
 
In addition to domestic policy efforts, Danielle leads U.S. engagement in the High Level 
Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy (Ocean Panel), an international body of 19 
serving world leaders with the mission of sustainably managing 100% of the ocean area 
under national jurisdictions. The Ocean Panel now represents approximately 50% of 
global coastlines, over 45% of the world’s EEZs, 26% of the world’s fisheries and 20% 
of the world’s shipping fleet. 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 

 
Annex B – Atlantic Project Descriptions 
 

BioProtect 

BioProtect is a Mission Ocean project aiming to develop adaptable area-based solutions 
to accelerate the protection and restoration of marine biodiversity across Europe, in line 
with the EU’s 2023 targets and Green Deal. BioProtect’s objectives include:  1) improved 
methods to map marine biodiversity, 2) increased understanding of human pressures on 
the marine environment, 3) tools to identify areas for marine biodiversity conservation, 
and 4) methods to evaluate the ecological and socio-economic impacts of management 
actions like new spatial closures. BioProtect includes 18 partners, with demonstration 
sites in Iceland, Norway, Ireland, continental Portugal and the Azores. 

For more Information, please visit: https://bioprotect-project.eu/  

 

Blue Schools 

The All-Atlantic Blue Schools Network (AA-BSN) connects schools from Atlantic 
countries to raise ocean literacy and citizenship for a sustainable world. The Blue 
School approach increases awareness about the ocean and inspires students, 
educators and citizens from different countries to deepen their connection with the 
ocean. By promoting critical thinking, experiential learning, and community-based 
projects, students are encouraged and supported to translate their knowledge into 
positive action to ensure a healthy future ocean. The AA-BSN promotes justice, 
diversity, equity and inclusion at different levels, from the exchange of experiences 
among countries of different realities to the connection of local actions to the 
global challenges for the sustainable ocean and climate resilience.  

For more Information, please visit: https://allatlanticblueschools.com/  

 

BlueMissionAA  

The BlueMissionAA project, an EU Mission Implementation Coordination and 
Support Action, is focused on building a robust innovation ecosystem platform to 
enhance the implementation of ocean-related Missions within the Atlantic and 
Arctic Basin. Central to this initiative is the development of a connection hub 
designed to support and streamline mission implementation efforts. One of the key 
tools driving this effort is Wavelinks.eu, a dashboard that maps the research and 
innovation landscape within the Mission Ocean framework. Wavelinks facilitates 
collaborations across various projects, reinforcing vital links between academia, 
industry, and society. By leveraging this platform, BlueMissionAA aims to 
accelerate the exchange of knowledge, foster innovative solutions, and create a  

https://bioprotect-project.eu/
https://allatlanticblueschools.com/


 

 

 

 

sustainable network that supports the objectives of the EU's Ocean Missions. This 
presentation will delve into the aims of BlueMissionAA and the capabilities of 
Wavelinks and explore how it contributes to building a connected, collaborative, 
and impactful research and innovation ecosystem for the Atlantic and Arctic 
basins.  
 
For more Information, please visit: https://bluemissionaa.eu/  

Cerulean Information Factory 

Funded by the European Space Agency, the Cerulean Information Factory (CIF) is 
supporting the green transition for the blue economy. Using Earth Observation 
data, CIF is creating decision-support tools for the Arctic and North Atlantic oceans, 
between Canada and northern Europe, including Greenland. Over two years 
(beginning in Spring 2024), three capabilities will be developed, focused on: 
Offshore Renewable Energy, Ship Carbon Intensity Minimisation and Arctic 
Accessibility, and Aquaculture. Throughout the project, the CIF team is engaging 
with end users to identify requirements and co-develop the tools that decision-
makers in industry, government and civil society need for a successful green 
transition.  
 
For more Information, please visit: https://cif.polarview.org/  

 

Challenger 150 

Challenger 150 is UN Ocean Decade global programme dedicated to advancing 
knowledge of life in the deep ocean and building capacity for deep-sea science. The 
programme is an open cooperative where researchers coordinate their science via 12 
regional scientific research working groups focused on specific ocean basins. These are 
supported by technical working groups dealing with issues of standardisation, and the 
African Network of Deep-water Researchers, focused on capacity building.  In the Atlantic 
there are three working groups: North Atlantic, the Central and South Atlantic, and the 
Western Tropical Atlantic covering the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico. Collectively they 
have produced reviews of current biological knowledge of the deep Atlantic in scientific 
publications, developed biological habitat maps of the Atlantic seafloor, and developed a 
plan for high resolution ecosystem mapping of the Atlantic that we will now take 
forward. 

For more Information, please visit: https://challenger150.world 

 

 

 

 

https://bluemissionaa.eu/
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Global Ocean Literacy Initiative (GOLI) 

The Global Ocean Literacy Initiative (GOLI) is a group of young maritime professionals 
around the globe who envisioned the establishment of a non-governmental global 
advocacy initiative aimed at promoting sustainable stewardship of the ocean. The 
initiative focuses on literacy as its core principle but also incorporates multidisciplinary 
bottom-to-top approaches to drive actionable plans for the preservation of ocean health. 
This urgent need to educate future generations on the importance of a healthy ocean is 
necessitated by the crucial role it plays in supporting life and regulating the climate. 
Leveraging the global network of World Maritime University and Sasakawa students and 
alumni, GOLI aims to engage and inspire the younger generation in actionable 
conversations about the ocean and its resources while it also interphases with policy-
makers in the formulation of requisite pro-ocean policies especially but not limited to 
developing countries. 

All-Atlantic Floating University network 

The All-Atlantic Floating University network, officially launched in December 2022, was 
created in the scope of the Joint Pilot Action developed under the EU Funded Project 
AANChOR and in the framework of the All-Atlantic Ocean Research and Innovation 
Alliance (AAORIA). It is a collaborative network that brings together 40 training at sea / 
floating university programs underway from 27 countries in the Atlantic, maximizing 
synergies between them, sharing of best practices, and jointly finding ways to promote 
more training at sea opportunities for students and early career ocean professionals 
from all over the Atlantic. All relevant information, including a list of network members 
and recent cruises is available here. 

For more Information, please visit: https://www.ua.pt/pt/atseanetwork 
 

Transforming Climate Action  

The ocean protects us against the worst impacts of climate change. But emerging 
science shows its ability to absorb carbon and regulate temperatures is changing 
in ways we may not understand. It’s a risk we can no longer afford to take. Led by 
Dalhousie University, in partnership with Université du Québec à Rimouski, 
Université Laval, and Memorial University, the Transforming Climate Action (TCA) 
research program has three interconnected research themes that focus on the 
North Atlantic and its essential role in the ocean carbon cycle. Under these themes, 
TCA will co-produce transdisciplinary and socially relevant research with 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities, governments, and international 
partners to help inform climate action for Canada.  

This research is undertaken thanks in part to funding from the Canada First 
Research Excellence Fund.  



 

 

 

 

For more information, please visit: https://www.ofi.ca/programs/transform-
climate-action  

WYTEC Blue Project  

The WYTEC Blue project, which ran from January 2022 to March 2024, focused on 
growing technical capacity in Ocean Technology (OT) and Maritime Safety and Risk 
Management (MSRM) among women and youth in Canada and West Africa. In the 
inaugural cohort, we successfully trained 41 participants from Nova Scotia (Canada), 
Mindelo (Cabo Verde), and Accra (Ghana), with 63% of them being young women. The 
program provided courses designed to equip participants with a critical understanding of 
the skills needed to thrive in the blue economy, along with important leadership and 
entrepreneurship tools. Future plans involve scaling the program, expanding 
collaborations, and developing a larger training initiative, including a potential Masters-
level program in West Africa. We welcome others to join our efforts in empowering 
communities for a sustainable blue economy. 

 
For more Information, please visit: https://dotcan.institute/wytec-blue-project   
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